Synthesis of antiprogestational steroids.
The discovery of the first competitive progesterone antagonist RU 38,486 has initiated an intense search for more potent and more selective anti-progestins. Among several hundreds of compounds under preliminary investigation, biological characterization is most advanced for derivatives RU 38,486, ZK 98,734 and ZK 98,299. These compounds do not only differ in relative potency, but are clearly distinguished by their different behaviour in various animal models. Emphasis is laid on the synthetic problems associated with chemical operations in a sterically crowded environment as represented by structures RU 38,486 and ZK 98,299.